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Historical Society of New Mexico
President’s Message

Dear HSNM Members,
Welcome to the second issue of the HSNM’s revamped La Crónica. Thus far, the responses to its transformation have
been quite positive. But it continues to be a work in progress. In the coming issues you probably will note further changes
that we hope will be appealing to you.
By most accounts, the 2018 HSNM annual conference in Alamogordo was a big success. It was very well attended and
had a good deal to offer for all those who participated in it. Much of the credit for the success of the meeting must go to the
enthusiastic support we received from New Mexico State University Alamogordo, New Mexico Museum of Space History,
Tularosa Basin Historical Society, and numerous other entities, groups, and individuals locally.
Plans for the 2019 HSNM conference are ongoing. We shall meet at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Albuquerque on
March 28-30, and a block of rooms at very competitive rates is available under the Historical Society of New Mexico for
you to make reservations. A call for papers has gone out electronically and is on the Society’s website. As it becomes available, more information will be communicated via our e-newsletter and website. Albuquerque is always an exciting meeting
location. The Board is also pursuing conference sites in Silver City for 2020 and Santa Fe for 2021, the latter coinciding
with the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Santa Fe Trail.
To further stimulate the study of the history of New Mexico and the Southwest, at its July meeting the Board approved
not only the applications of our 2018-2019 grant winners, but also created a major new research grant, the Jane C. Sanchez
Grant, of up to $5,000 for publication of original research on New Mexico or Borderlands history. This grant will cover
folklore, fiction, art, or drama as well as more traditional historical works. The new grant recipients and the first request for
proposals for the Sanchez Grant can be found on the HSNM website.
As you can see, there are many wonderful and interesting things happening in our Society. I hope that you will continue
to enjoy and be part of them.
With warmest regards,
Dennis Reinhartz
President, Historical Society of New Mexico
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tHe CartograpHiC legaCy of tHe
spanisH royal Corps of military engineers for
tHe greater soutHWest
by Dennis Reinhartz
This article is written from the perspective of the field of study known as Historical Geography. This branch
of study focuses on the impact of geography on human history, where the artificial boundaries of nation states
get secondary consideration. For this article the term “Greater Southwest” encompasses northern Mexico, including
Baja California, and a large portion of the western United States from Louisiana to the Pacific Coast.
This article is derived from a presentation made in December 2017 as part of the “People & Places” series at the
University of New Mexico..
Based primarily on a reading of the course of events
in Europe, a number of historians have come to view the
eighteenth century as the beginning of the major decline
of the Spanish Empire. In the second half of the seventeenth century, the growing Dutch, French, and English
fleets began to challenge Spanish sea power on the world’s
oceans and to threaten its empire in the Americas. Culminating with the reign of Louis XIV (1643-1715), France
became ascendant over European affairs and in the process embroiled Spain in a series of disastrous and costly
wars. The amassed treasure of the New World’s silver
mines was mostly spent on these failed conflicts. After
War of the Spanish Succession (1702-1713), and the Treaty of Utrecht ending the conflict, the alien, but dynamic,
French-supported Bourbon Dynasty came to replace the
Habsburgs on the Spanish throne.1
The Spanish Bourbons sought to reform and “rationalize” their still expanding empire in the Americas. The

Spanish had moved up the Pacific Coast to establish a
presence in the San Francisco Bay area and on Vancouver
Island. They also revived their exploration of the Greater
Southwest, connected the California settlements to Santa Fe via the Old Spanish Trail, and moved further into
Texas and Louisiana. The new dynasty was desperate to
understand its empire and to administer it more efficiently
and economically. Therefore, it sought a full accounting
of its realm at home and abroad. Consequently, reform
initiatives concerning the northern frontier of New Spain
emanated regularly from Madrid to Mexico City. The early Bourbons did not oversee a period of decline, but rather
instigated an era of imperial revitalization that continued
largely until the eruption of the American and French inspired revolutions in the Spanish New World domains.
To get a better grasp of his empire, the first Spanish
Bourbon king, Philip V, authorized the creation of the
Royal Corps of Military Engineers in 1711 under the
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Mapa de la interna
de la Nueba Mexico
by Bernardo Miera y Pacheco
(Santa Fe, 1758)oil on canvas. Located at and courtesy of
Palace of the Governors Collections, New
Mexico History Museum, Santa Fe

Flemish Don Jorge Próspero de Verboom, Marqués de Verboom. This new institution consisted of “soldier-engineers,”
either trained engineers who were then attached to the
military, or military officers given special training. All were
well-schooled in mathematics, field astronomy, surveying,
and map making. The maps and charts they produced established the standards of scientific cartography for the era.
In addition to creating maps, the soldier-engineers drew detailed plans of fortifications and buildings across the Spanish
Americas.
Their work became especially significant for the Greater
Southwest by the end of the Seven Years’ War in 1763 with
the cession of French Louisiana to Spain under the Treaty of Paris. With the addition of this territory, the Spanish
monarchy was now plagued by real and imagined threats of
penetration of the region by the French, British, Russians,
and, later, Americans. Simultaneously, Spain was also occupied with conflicts with various Native American groups
such as the Apache, Comanche, Navajo, Ute, and Pawnee,
often precipitated by Spanish slaving activities among them.
In view of these threats, the Spanish crown needed to
reaffirm their claims to the northern frontier of New Spain.
The king ordered reports on the current military status of
the region; consequently, the Royal Corps of Military Engineers participated in numerous tours of inspection and exploration, yielding extensive reports with attendant accurate
maps that offered valuable data and observations and reaffirmed Spanish claims to what is now the Greater Southwest.
In the field, to ensure accuracy, the engineers mapped
mostly what they could see and thus measure, and relied less
on the local hearsay evidence of the Indians. This method in

turn diluted the natives’ claims to the land. As David Weber
pointed out, this was in part an example of a European solution to an American problem, for to claim a territory you
first had to correctly map it. The European powers regularly
engaged in this kind of cartographic imperialism throughout
the Americas. Since northern New Spain was seen as a less
than profitable military frontier, but strategically important
as a buffer to foreign threats, the more precise information
provided by these soldier-engineers gave the monarchy a
better picture of what it had in the region, what it might be
worth, and what the cost to maintain it could be.2
The works of several of these soldier-engineers proved
especially valuable. Captain Bernardo Miera y Pacheco
created maps that provided insights into Spanish colonial
New Mexico. Upon his arrival in Santa Fe in 1756, Miera
y Pacheco was called upon by Governor Francisco Antonio
Marín del Valle, on behest of Viceroy Agustín de Ahumada
y Villalón, Marqués de las Amarillas, to compile an up-todate map of the Province of New Mexico. In 1758, Miera
produced the first of his three major maps of New Mexico,
Mapa de esta parte interna de la Nueba Mexico . . . [“Map of
this internal part of New Mexico”] in several copies, one of
which is in the collection of the Fray Angélico Chávez History Library of the New Mexico History Museum in Santa
Fe. The map is painted in oil on canvas and shows the six
northern provinces of New Spain from present-day northern Chihuahua, Mexico, in the south, to above Taos in the
north, and from the Hopi mesas in Arizona in the west, to
the Pecos River Valley in the east. Aspects of the region’s
topography, including mountains and canyons, mesas and
flatlands, and lakes and rivers are rendered generally and la-
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beled. All Spanish settlements are indicated, as are the lands
of various Indian tribes. The map is decorated artistically
with the Spanish coat-of-arms, three scenes of Indians, an
Indian campsite, and a buffalo. It also contains supplementary written descriptive discussions about the Spanish citizenry and Indians of New Mexico.
Miera’s second New Mexican map, Plano geográphico
.,[“Geographical Map”] was based on information collected as part of the 1776 Domínguez-Escalante expedition
west into parts of present-day Colorado, Utah, and Arizona. Between 1777 and 1779, it appeared in at least six variant types. He completed the last of his three maps, Plano de
la Tíerra…de esta Provincia del nuevo Mexico. . . [“Map of the
Land of this Province of New Mexico”], in 1779. It shows
information gained from Governor Juan Bautista de Anza’s
1779 campaigns against the Comanche Indians, of which
Miera was a part. All three of Miera’s maps remained “master maps” of the American West for almost half a century.3
The actual creation of the final maps from expeditions
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by the engineers sometimes was done in collaboration with
learned churchmen attached to them. These clerics not only
helped to carry out the cartography, but they also may have
supervised others, such as on occasion Native American artists, to draw them. A prime example of such a collaboration
occurred in 1757 and 1758. Continuing Viceroy Ahumada’s desire to inspect and map the northern frontier of New
Spain, Lieutenant Colonel Agustín López de la Cámara
Alta was the engineer on a major inspection tour that reconnoitered 2,393 square leagues of the northeastern portion.
The tour yielded in 1758 an exemplar, the Mapa General
Ychonographico de la nueba Colonia Santander . . . (“General
Iconographic Map of the New Colony Santander”) prepared by López de la Cámara Alta in collaboration with
the Franciscan priest, Francisco Jóse de Haro. The only extant copy is in the British Library. A dozen or so years later,
about 1770, Haro composed an artistic derivative and updated presentation piece entitled Este Mapa . . . la Provincia
Nuevo Santander. . . . This map, created with paints and ink

Plano geográphico, by Bernardo Miera y Pacheco (1778). Courtesy Voces de Santa Fé at www.vocesdesantafe.org
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on vellum, today resides in the Virginia Garrett Cartographic History Library at The University of Texas at Arlington.
Among other things, the map records some of the strategic
and organizational changes on this portion of the frontier
first recommended by the extensive report accompanying
the 1758 map.4
After the Seven Years’ War, the crown focused on reforming its defenses on the northern frontier, known as the Provincias Internas (Interior Provinces). The Marqués de Rubí
was tasked with doing a reconnaissance tour that lasted from
1766 to 1768 and traversed approximately 7,600 miles. One
of the assigned soldier-engineers was José Ramón de Urrutia y de las Casas, the author of numerous important cartographic works of the northern frontier such as the Plano
Del Presidio . . . de los Adaes in ca. 1768, now in the collections of the Library of Congress. It is a map of the Presidio
de Nuestra Señora del Pilar de los Adaes, which served as
the first capital of Texas from 1729 to1770, and today is the
center of a state park in western Louisiana. Urrutia’s plan
was invaluable to scholars and federal and state officials in
reconstructing the footprint of the presidio. 5
Captain Nicolás de Lafora was also attached to the Rubí
expedition, and this soldier-engineer’s works are also im-

portant to Southwestern cartography. Lafora’s artful Provincia de Nuevo Mexico (1778) in paints and ink on vellum focuses
on the Rio Grande Valley. The copy at the Chávez History
Library probably is a piece specifically made for a particular
person and is based on the expedition’s much larger map, of
which Lafora was a principal maker.
The mapping by Lafora along with that of Miera,
Cámara, Urrutia, and Lafora forms a significant part of
the cartographic legacy of the Royal Corps to subsequent
Mexican and American soldier-engineers and other map
makers of the Greater Southwest. One mapmaker who was
particularly indebted to the maps of the Royal Corps was
the renowned German naturalist, explorer, philosopher,
diplomat, and author Alexander von Humboldt. He made a
grand tour of the Spanish Americas from 1799 to1804, and
due to his international reputation, he was given extraordinary access to the archives in Seville, Spain, and Mexico
City, especially considering that the Spanish monarchy had
held geographic and cartographic knowledge of the New
World to be state secrets since 1492. Humboldt’s account
of his journey, first published in Paris in 1809, included a
major map of New Spain. Since he broke off his trip before
reaching its northern borderlands, his portrayal of this area

Este Mapa . . . la Provincia Nuevo Santander . . ,”by Fray Francisco José de Haro, (Mexico City, ca. 1770)
ink and paints on vellum. Located at and courtesy of The University of Texas at Arlington
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Plano del Presidio . . . de los Adaes, by Josée de Urrutia y de las Casas,
(Mexico City, ca. 1768). Courtesy Library of Congress

Provincia de Nuevo Mexico, by Nicolás de Lafora (Mexico City: 1778), ink and paints on vellum.
Courtesy Palace of the Governors Collections, New Mexico History Museum, Santa Fe
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is largely derived from the maps of the Spanish soldier-engineers in the archives.
Another and perhaps even more important map of the
region is A Map of the Internal Provinces of New Spain by Zebulon Montgomery Pike. Published in Philadelphia in 1810,
it accompanied his account of a tour of discovery led by him
into the southern reaches of the Louisiana Purchase in 1806
and 1807. For his image of northern New Spain, Pike credits
the maps of Miera and Urrutia, among others, as sources.
He also had viewed a manuscript copy of Humboldt’s map
in 1805. But most importantly, Pike had actually surveyed
parts of the area prior to his capture by the Spanish near
present-day Pueblo, Colorado. It was during his captivity in
Santa Fe, New Mexico, Chihuahua City, Mexico, and San

Antonio, Texas, that he undoubtedly got to see some of the
Spanish maps of northern New Spain.6
Although intended to help the Spanish crown understand
its vast North American lands, the maps by these soldiers
trained by the Royal Corps of Engineers proved to have lasting legacy—a legacy that ultimately contributed to the opening of the American West. The maps of Humboldt and Pike
were only the first of many important non-Spanish maps
that owed a significant debt to the cartographic works of the
Royal Corps. Major maps by Stephen H. Long, Stephen F.
Austin, John C. Frémont, William H. Emory, and others
up to the Mexican-American War also owed much to the
explorer soldier-engineers who preceded them.

Endnotes
1The

War of the Spanish Succession is also known as the Queen Anne’s War.

2The

Seven Years’ War is known as the French and Indian war in United States history.

3David

J. Weber, The Spanish Frontier in North America (New Haven, Connecticut: Yale University Press, 1992), 204-225. For more
detailed accounts of the establishment and work of the Royal Corps of Military Engineers, see Janet K. Fireman, The Spanish Royal Corps
of Engineers in the Western Borderlands: Instrument of Bourbon Reform, 1764 to 1815 (Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark, 1977); José
Moncada Maya, Ingeníeneros mílitares en Nueva España: Inventario de su labor cientifica y especial Siglos XVI a XVIII (Mexico City: Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 1993); Dennis Reinhartz and Gerald D. Saxon, eds., Mapping and Empire: Soldier-Engineers on the
Southwestern Frontier (Austin: University of Texas Press, 2005), 44-79.
4Josef Díaz, ed., The Art and Legacy of Bernardo Miera y Pacheco: New Spain’s Explorer, Cartographer, and Artist (Santa Fe: Museum of New

Mexico Press, 2013), 31-47.
5Karen

Severud Cook, Images & Icons of the New World: Essays on American Cartography (London: British Library, 1996), 55-65.

6After a long and distinguished career as a military engineer in New Spain and Europe, José Ramón de Urrutia y de las Casas rose
through the ranks, attaining the highest rank of captain general and serving on the king’s Council of War. In 1797 he was named engineer general and served as the director of the Royal Corps of Engineers. During his tenure he commenced reforms that were adopted
a few years later. He died in Madrid in 1803. Reinhartz and Saxon, eds., Mapping and Empire, 61.
7Reinhartz

and Saxon, eds., Mapping and Empire, 65-67.

8Reinhartz

and Saxon, eds., Mapping and Empire, 75.

9Ben

W. Huseman, Revisualizing Western Expansion: A Century of Conflict Maps, 1800-1900 (Arlington: The University of Texas at
Arlington Library, 2008), 6-8; James C. Martin and Robert Sidney Martin, Maps of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900 (1984; Reprint.
Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1999), 108-111.

*Cover Image for Article—Detail of Mapa que Comprende la Frontera, de los Dominos del Rey en la America Septentional. Courtesy of
Library of Congress.
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A Map of New Spain . . , by Alexander von Humboldt (Paris, 1809).
Courtesy of the Palace of the Governors Collections, New Mexico History Museum, Santa Fe

A Map of the Internal Provinces of New Spain . . , by Zebulon Montgomery Pike (Philadelphia, 1810).
Courtesy of the Palace of the Governors Collections, New Mexico History Museum, Santa Fe
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Help Commemorate tHe Centennial
of tHe end of World War i

On February 7, 2018, the New Mexico Department of Veterans Services announced the formation of the New Mexico
World War I Centennial Commission to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I and pay tribute
to the role New Mexicans played in the “The Great War.” New Mexico State Historian and HSNM board member Rick
Hendricks along with HSNM President Dennis Reinhartz have been invited to be a part of this commission.
The United States declared war on Germany on April 6, 1917, and soon after the U.S. Congress passed the Selective
Service Act, drafting men between the ages of 21 and 30 to serve in the armed forces. The Armistice was signed on November 11, 1918. New Mexico had seen 17,251 of their young men either enlisting or being drafted into service, with 523
losing their lives.
The Commission’s goal is to create a New Mexico World War I memorial. Before this can be accomplished, the Commission needs to take an inventory of World War I related resources throughout the State. Therefore, HSNM is requesting
our members and followers to please see if your area has any World War I local and/or regional memorials, collections,
artifacts, etc. For information on how to submit a list, please see below.
To learn more New Mexico’s role in World War I and about the national and state Centennial Commissions, please visit
httw://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/new-mexico-ww1-centennial-home.html.
If you are in Santa Fe, be sure to visit the New Mexico National Guard Museum in Santa Fe which opened an exhibit
on World War I in May 2018.
Please share with your friends, family, colleagues, and organizations that might be able to help the Commission compile
as complete of an inventory as possible. If you would like to submit a list, please do send it either
Dennis Reinhartz
HSNM President
dprein@uta.edu
505-474-5329

Rick Hendricks
New Mexico State Historian
rick.hendricks@state.nm.us
505-476-7955

68th Infantry Brigade, 34th Division, Col. Erle D. Luce, C.O.
Reveille Field Camp, Tyrone, Burro Mountains, New Mexico
May 1918. Courtesy of Library of Congress
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Book revieWs and notes

latest sCHolarsHip on History and
Culture of neW mexiCo and tHe Borderlands
of tHe

leeyka: master Carver of Zuni pueBlo
By Deborah C. Slaney. Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 2018. Photographs, notes, bibliography, index,
143 pages. ISBN 978-1-934491-63-8. $35.00.
History, art, and culture often unfold intertwined over
time to offer a more complete picture of the past, which is
perhaps nowhere more true than in regard to New Mexico and the Southwest. This idea has been reinforced by
Deborah C. Slaney in her admirable
new volume on the life, work, and impact of Zuni master stone carver and
jeweler Leekya Deyuse (1889-1966).
The book has its origins in the memorable 2017 exhibition, “The Leekya
Family: Master Carvers at Zuni Pueblo,” at the Albuquerque Museum that
brought together 350 pieces from private and public collections across the
country. Slaney is curator of history
at the Albuquerque Museum and has
had extensive and diverse professional experiences in understanding, interpreting, and explaining the art and
culture of the Southwest. She also is
the author of several other meaningful books in the field.
This book is not an exhibition catalog, but rather much
more. Its opening sections deal briefly with the story of
Leekya’s life, as best as it can be pieced together, and the
largely contemporary creative influences from the rich Zuni
tradition of stone carving on him and his work. The resources and technologies available to him during his life also are
reviewed. While he was largely family trained in a traditional manner, he likewise was influenced by members of a network of traders, merchants, and patrons that regularly have
proven so important to numerous Indian artists over time.
The major part of this volume is devoted to samples of
Leekya’s “artistry,” his rather broad and impressive body of

work. Organizationally, Slaney helpfully categorizes the
many fine exemplars in this section, mainly by subject matter. She rightly points out that Leekya was one of the first
carvers to move beyond “fetishes” (wemawe), which were
for personal and religious use, to those
to be sold commercially. Well represented, too, in this section are the leaf
carvings for which he has become wellknown, especially among collectors.
This style of carving clearly also is carried over into the wings of his amazing
inlaid butterflies, of which there are several fine specimens in the book accompanied by an edifying discussion of them.
But my personal favorites are among
the menagerie of the animal carvings,
particularly those of bears and sheep.
The last part of the volume is devoted to Leekya’s influence on and
collaboration with family members
and other artists, sometimes of other tribes (e.g. Diné).
Some select representations of Leekya family members
work are shown that clearly reflect his lingering presence.
Slaney has composed an exceptional book on a major
Native American artist and his legacy. It is lucidly written and should be informative, stimulating, and accessible
to any informed or curious reader. The full color images
of the artwork and personages are first-rate. The annotations in several of the captions are quite advantageous.
Slaney herewith certainly makes the case for the importance of Leekya’s artistry and the quality of his work.
Dennis Reinhartz
The University of Texas at Arlington

Please visit the Historical Society of New Mexico website
at www.hsnm.org
to learn more about Membership Benefits
Download Membership forms, Award nomination forms, Grant applications, Historic Plaque applications,
Speakers’ Bureau forms
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neW Books for
your neW mexiCo BooksHelf
Compiled by Richard Melzer
AnellA, Anthony, And MArk C. Childs. Imagine a City
That Remembers: The Albuquerque Rephotography Project. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2018.

lentis, MArinellA. Colonized Through Art: American Indian
Schools and Art Education, 1889—1915. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2017.

Berg, Jeff. Historic Movie Theatres of New Mexico. Charleston, South Carolina: The History Press, 2018.

PACheCo, AnA. Pueblos of New Mexico. Charleston, South
Carolina: Arcadia, 2018.

eCkles, JiM. Deming, New Mexico’s Camp Cody: A World War
One Training Camp. Las Cruces, New Mexico: Fiddlebike
Partnership, 2017.

PugACh, noel h., And riChArd Melzer, eds. Pioneer Jewish
Families in New Mexico. Santa Fe: Gaon Books, 2018.

frisBie, ChArlotte J. Food Sovereignty the Navajo Way: Cooking with Tall Woman. Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 2018.
grossMAn, sArAh e. M. Mining the Borderlands: Industry,
Capital, and the Emergence of Engineers in the Southwest
Territories, 1855—1910. Las Vegas: University of Nevada
Press, 2018.
herriCk, dennis. Esteban: The African Slave Who Explored
America. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
2018.
herron, gAry. Fifty Years at the Pit: The University of New
Mexico’s Legendary Venue. Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 2018.
holtBy, dAvid v. Lest We Forget: World War I and New
Mexico. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2018.
kells, MiChelle. Vicente Ximenes, LBJ’s Great Society, and
Mexican American Civil Rights. Carbondale, Illinois:
Southern Illinois University Press, 2018.
killingsworth, M. JiMMie, And JACqueline s. PAlMer. Nuclear New Mexico: A Historical, Natural, and Virtual Tour.
College Station: Texas A&M Press, 2018.
koCh, JAMie. New Mexico Political History, 1967—-2015: Conversations with Those Directly Involved. Santa Fe: Sunstone
Press, 2018.
krACht, BenJAMin r. Religious Revitalization Among the
Kiowas: The Ghost Dance, Peyote, and Christianity. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2018.

sAnChez, lyndA A. Eve Ball: A Woman Among Men. Revised.
Lincoln, New Mexico: Lincoln County Historical Society, 2018.
slAney, deBorAh C. Albuquerque Museum History Collection:
Only in Albuquerque. Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico
Press, 2018.
__________. Leekya: Master Carver of Zuni Pueblo. Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 2018.
stAMAtov, suzAnne M. Colonial New Mexican Families: Community, Church, and State, 1692—1800. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 2018.
shAw, fred. Fake Architect: The Mary Colter Hoax. Inverness,
Illinois: n.p., 2018.
tAylor, John. The New Mexico Navy. Los Lunas, New Mexico: TechKnowledge Press, 2018.
tAylor, John, riChArd Melzer, diCk Brown, And greg
trAPP. USS New Mexico. Charleston, South Carolina:
Arcadia Books, 2017.
thoMPson, JonAthAn P. River of Lost Soul: The Science, Politics, and Greed Behind the Gold King Mine Disaster. Salt
Lake City, Utah: Torrey House Press, 2018.
veltri, PAtriCiA, And PAtriCiA h. wAlsh. Sugarite Coal
Camp. Charleston, South Carolina: Arcadia, 2018.
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tHe HistoriCal soCiety of neW mexiCo
WHo We are part ii
At the end of Part I, published in the Spring issue of La Crónica, the Historical Society of New Mexico found itself at a crossroads
in 1922 when its main advocate and supporter, L. Bradford Prince, died. Consequently, the museum program languished, with that
function being relinguished to the Museum of New Mexico.
However, even without a physical museum, the Society
still pursued its mission of preserving and disseminating the
history of New Mexico. In 1913, the members felt a publication would do just that, and
the Society started the Old Santa Fé, edited by Ralph Emerson
Twitchell, as its official bulletin.
However, the publication lasted
only a few years.
In 1926, the Society tried
again to produce a publication,
launching the New Mexico Historical Review, edited by Lansing B.
Bloom and Paul A. F. Walter.
This time it was a success and
Ralph E. Twitchell
became a prestigious regional
journal. However, in 1963 financial pressure forced HSNM
to turn the operation over to the University of New Mexico.
The university still publishes the New Mexico Historical Review (NMHR) four times a year as a peer-reviewed journal.
After returning to a sounder position, the Society’s members still wanted to produce a publication to fulfill the organization’s mission. So in 1976, the HSNM board started
the La Crónica de Nuevo México to serve as a venue for Society news, scholarly history articles, and book reviews. Forty-two years later, La Crónica is still being published.
Although HSNM no longer had a physical museum, it
still provided a key service to help preserve another part of
the state’s history. From 1927 to 1960 the Society served
as the official guardian of the archives of the State of New
Mexico. With the establishment of an archives department
at the State Records Center and Archives in Santa Fe, the
Society relinguished its role to the state.
Since the 1880s HSNM had partnered with the State of
New Mexico to preserve its history. Up until through the
1950s, this included an appropriation from the state to help
subsidize first the museum and later the archives. However,
as the state took full control of its archives, the two entities
broke formal ties. Facing another crossroads, the membership of the Historical Society of New Mexico decided it still
had a role in preserving the state’s history, so they reorganized and reincorporated HSNM..Today the Society is a
501(c)(3), nonprofit educational organization that is operated by an all-volunteer board and no paid staff.
To fulfill its mission to preserve and disseminate the his-

tory of New Mexico, the HSNM of today operates several programs. In addition to the La Crónica, its Publication
Program over the years has published or supported the
printing of almost one hundred books and pamphlets on
the history of the state, and in more recent years has partnered with the University of New Mexico Press. The latest
contribution was in 2012 with the three volume set of Sunshine and Shadows in New Mexico’s Past, by board member
Richard Melzer, as part of the New Mexico’s Centennial
celebrations. Also, HSNM provides the University of New
Mexico History Department $1000 a year in support of the
production of the New Mexico Historical Review.
In 1974 HSNM began holding its annual New Mexico History Conference. The two-and-a-half day event is
held between late March and mid May at various locations
throughout the state. Occasionally, the Society holds joint
conferences with other history organizations in neighboring
states.
To encourage research into various aspects of New Mexico history, HSNM operates a Grants Program. The Society
offers two types of grants—one for member institutions and
one to individual members. The former is to help small historical organizations complete projects while the individual
grants helps to cover costs doing research. The maximum
grant is $1000 and are awarded in August of each year.
HSNM also supports History Day and the History Scholars Program. History Day, sponsored and operated by the
New Mexico Humanities Council, is like a science fair for

First issue of the New Mexico Historical Review, January 1926
and its first editor, Lansing B. Bloom. Bloom’s son,
John P. Bloom is a long-standing and current board member of the
Historical Society of New Mexico
Continued on page 12
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vancement in education of New
Mexico history, and advancement
middle and high school history students to
of historic preservation. In adcompete in regional, state, and national
dition, the New Mexico Historical
competitions. The History Scholars ProReview presents its award for the
gram is operated by the New Mexico State
best article of the year at the conHistorian’s Office and supports the projference, in honor of the journal’s
ects of college students and independent
origins with HSNM.
scholars.
In helping to promote historic
Institutional members are an importpreservation, HSNM cooperates
ant part of the HSNM membership. One
with the Department of Cultural
benefit for them is access to the HSNM
Affaris Historic Preservation DiSpeakers Bureau. The Society has comThe 2018 New Mexico delegates at the National vision and administers the “State
piled a roster of speakers and chataquahua History Day events. The New Mexico History Day re- Historic Register Plaque Program”
performers who receive a stipend from gional and state events are sponsored and operated by so that owners of buildings on the
HSNM rather than from the member or- the New Mexico Humanities Council, with HSNM state register list can purchase a
ganizations who have engaged them for
and others providing financial support
plaque to display on their property
an event.
Today, 159 years after the first
To recognize the work of individuals and organizations group gathered to preserve and disseminate the history of
in researching and preserving New Mexico history, HSNM New Mexico the current all-volunteer board of the Historipresents annual awards at the annual history conference, cal Society of New Mexico continues to dedicate themselves
honoring best published books of the year, outstanding ser- to the same goal.
vice to the Society and to the people of New Mexico, adWho We Are continued from page 11

in memoriam
Gary Cozzens
Former HSNM board member Gary Cozzens passed away on July 31,
2018. A resident of Nogal, New Mexico, Gary grew up in Portales. He
served in the U.S. Marine Corps for twenty-four years, including during
Operation Desert Storm, followed by nearly twenty years as the director
of career and technical education for seven school districts in south central New Mexico. As a history buff, Gary got to enjoy his interest daily
when he was the park manager of the Lincoln Historic Site from 2013 to
2016. He also wrote a couple of books, The Nogal Mesa: A History of Kivas
and Ranchers in Lincoln County and Tres Ritos and Capitan, New Mexico. True
West magazine spotlighted Gary as a “True Westerner” in October of
2015 (https://truewestmagazine.com/gary-cozzens/).

Darlis Miller
Well known historian and retired New Mexico State University History professor Darlis Miller passed away on
February 4, 2018. She grew up in Colorado, and moved to Las Cruces with her husband, August Miller, in 1964.
After teaching social studies in a local junior high, she returned to college and got her M.A. from NMSU and her
Ph.D. in history from the University of New Mexico. In 1975 she began a twenty-four year career in the NMSU
History Department. Throughout her career and retirement, Darlis Miller researched and wrote about a variety
of topics and people of New Mexico and the Southwest, including The California Column in New Mexico (part of the
HSNM Publication Series in partnership with the University of New Mexico Press) and her more recent works,
Open Range: The Life of Agnes Morley Cleaveland and Captain Jack Crawford: Buckskin Poet, Scout, and Showman.
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HistoriCal soCiety of neW mexiCo neWs
2018 neW mexiCo History ConferenCe

On April 19-21, about 350 people congregated at the
New Mexico State University Alamogordo campus in Alamogordo to attend twenty-seven sessions of presentations
that covered New Mexico and regional history from ancient
times to the modern space age.
The plenary session featured author Michael McGarrity,
followed by the opening reception, hosted by the New Mexico Museum of Space History.
The annual meeting was
held on Friday. One of the
highlights was a special presentation by the Yuzo family of the Mescalero Apache
Reservation who opened
the HSNM Annual Meeting at the Friday lunch by
showcasing several of their
Michael McGarrity
cultural songs.
A short business meeting was held at which were held

elections for seven At-Large Board positions, whose terms
will expire in 2021. The elected candidates were current
board members René Harris, Kermit Hill, John Ramsay,
Dawn Santiago, John M. Taylor, Thomas Jaehn, and newly-elected board member Dennis Daily. The membership
also approved some changes to the HSNM by-laws to reflect
the role the Immediate Past President plays in providing information and continuity to the new president.
The conference culminated in the Saturday
evening awards banquet,
at which the Historical
Society of New Mexico
presented its annual book
and service awards. In
addition, Durwood Ball,
editor of the New Mexico
Historical Review, preThe Yuzo Family of Mescalero
sented its annual award
for best article.

2018 HSNM Book and Service Award Winners
and other Award Winners

ralpH emerson tWitCHell Book aWard–Josie Lopez,
The Carved Line: Block Printmaking in New Mexico (Museum
of New Mexico Press)
fray franCisCo atanasio domíngueZ Book aWard–Linda Tigges, ed., and J. Richard Salazar, trans., Spanish Colonial Women and the Law: Complaints, Lawsuits, and Criminal
Behavior (Sunstone Press)
gaspar péreZ de villagrá Book aWard–William S. Kiser,
Borderlands of Slavery: The Struggle over Captivity and Peonage in
the American Southwest (University of Pennsylvania Press)

(l-r) Dennis Reinhartz, HSNM President; Richard Melzer; Durwood
Ball, Editor New Mexico Historical Review; Ricardo Gonzales;
John M. Taylor; William Kiser; Linda Tigges; Sue Houser; Glenn
Frye. Winners not shown: Josie Lopez, J. Richard Salazar, Dorothy
Cave, Robert Torrez, Craig Newbill, James E. Dory-Garduño.

lansing B. Bloom Book aWard–Richard Melzer and
John M. Taylor, ed., Tragic Trails & Enchanted Journeys: More
Tales of the Rio Abajo (Rio Grande Books)
faBiola CaBeZa de BaCa Book aWard–Glenn Frye, comp.,
Albuqerque Museum Photo Archives Collection: Images in Silver
(Museum of New Mexico Press)
paBlita velarde Book aWard–Sue Houser, The Corn Whisperer (Irie Books)

edgar lee HeWitt serviCe aWard–Craig Newbill, past
executive director of the New Mexico Humanities Council.
l. Bradford prinCe serviCe aWard–New Mexico Steam
Locomotive and Railroad Historical Society for restoration
of AT&SF Steam Locomotive 2926.
paul a. f. Walter serviCe aWard–Robert Tórrez, for
twenty-five years of distinguished service on the HSNM
board, including serving as a past president and the current chair of the program, historic plaques, and nominating
committees.
dorotHy WoodWard serviCe aWard–Dorothy Cave,
writer and educator, for her preserving the history of southeast New Mexico through publications and teaching.
Continued on page 14
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Awards continued from page 13

New Mexico Historical Review Award

New Award

gilBerto espinosa aWard (for best article in New Mexico
Historical Review in 2017)–James E. Dory-Garduño, “Algodre v. Coreses: Owning the Commons in Fifteenth-Century Castile and the Implications for New Mexico Land
Grants,” Volume 92, no. 1 (Winter 2017): 53-77.

lAnsing B. BlooM fAMily AwArd (Best Master’s Thesis on
New Mexico History)–Ricardo Gonzales, “The L. & H.
Huning Mercantile Company: A Case Study of Mercantile
Conquest in the Rio Abajo Region of New Mexico, 18481880,” Master’s thesis, History Department, University of
New Mexico.

2018 HSNM Grant Winners
Every year the Historical Society of New Mexico awards several grants to individuals members and organization
members, up to $1,000 each, to support projects that increase and disseminate knowledge of New Mexico history.

individual grant Winners

organiZation grant Winners

Ian Lee (History Department at University of Texas)–
to support his research and analysis of civilian warfare in
New Mexico from late colonial era to post Civil War.

Carrizozo Historical Society–to support the establishment of a database of artifacts, images, books, and historic
material related to the local history.

Gary and Elaine Montague (Albuquerque, New Mexico)–
to support research and publication of an autobiographical
account of Gary Montague’s life as a student at the New
Mexico School for the Blind (1944-45), as a UNM student,
and as a career employee at Sandia National Lab.

Los Alamos Historical Society–to support research into
the Boy Scouts in the Los Alamos area in relation to historic
preservation, trail maintenance, and related service contributions.

Linda Tigges (Albuquerque, New Mexico)–to support
translation and transcription of eighteenth-century Spanish
Colonial manuscripts to determine the participants of New
Mexico merchants and traders in the Spanish international
trading network.

Moriarty Museum–to digitize the book Torrance County
History for sales and public acquisition

sAve the dAte!

2019 New Mexico History Conference
March 28-30, 2019
Embassy Suites Hotel
Albuquerque, New Mexico

CAll for PAPers
for 2019 New Mexico History Conference
Deadline for Submissions
OCTOBER 19, 2018
Proposals for single presentations and proposals for topical sessions are encouraged. Single presentations submissions
should be limited to one page and include presenter contact and brief biographical information, presentation title and
brief synopsis. Topical proposals should include proposed session title, names of presenters, titles and synopses of topics,
moderator (if known), contact information for all.
Proposals may be submitted: 1) As attachments to email to robertjtorrez@gmail.com OR; 2) By mail to HSNM Program
Committee, P.O. Box 1912, Santa Fe, NM 87504-1912.
To learn more about the Historical Society of New Mexico, visit www.hsnm.org. For more information on conference
proposals, please visit www.hsnm.org/conference2/, or if you have questions contact Robert J. Tórrez, Program Chair, at
robertjtorrez@gmail.com or (505) 836-9699.

Join the Historical Society of New Mexico
The Historical Society of New Mexico is open to anyone interested in
New Mexico and its history
NAME(S) __________________________________________________________
ADDRESS __________________________________________________________
___ New
___ Renewal

CITY, STATE, ZIP ____________________________________________________
EMAIL ____________________________________________________________

Choose a Membership Level (one-year period ending December 31st)
___ $10

Full-time students, including college and university students

___ $20

Teachers (K-12)

___ $30

Seniors (age 65+), Veterans, Active Duty Military

___ $40

Individual

___ $100-249 Patron

___ $50

Couple/Family

___ $250+ Benefactor

___ $50 Organization Membership

___ Less $10 discount on Individual or Couple/Family if member of current HSNM Organization Member
NAME OF HSNM ORGANIZATION MEMBER

______________________________________________

___ Yes I would like a one-year $5 discount subscription to the New Mexico Historical Review:
___ $40 Print Only

___$60 for print & electronic access to 90 years of the Review

______ Donation to HSNM—In honor of __________________ In memory of ___________________
______ Donation in support of HSNM partnerships with educational partners
TOTAL AMOUNT DUE______________________
Please make check or money order payable to and remit to HSNM, P.O. Box 1912, Santa Fe, NM 87504-1912

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

HSNM Programs and Sponsorships
that Your Membership Will Support

• La Crónica de Nuevo México, HSNM’s official publication is
issued several times a year.

• Annual New Mexico History Conference

• A copy of the HSNM e-newsletter

• HSNM Grant Program

• Discount on a one-year subscription to the New Mexico
Historical Review.

• Historic Plaques

• Reduced registration fees to the annual New Mexico
History Conference.

• HSNM Speakers Bureau

• Eligibility to apply for one of HSNM’s research grants.
• Discount on a Historic Plaque

• HSNM Annual Awards
• History Scholar’s Program Grant sponsored by The Office of the

State Historican, HSNM, and the Center for Regional Studies at UNM
(Grants to conduct research in New Mexico archival repositories.)

• Organizational Membership Benefits

• New Mexico National History Day

• All of the above benefits

• HSNM Publications, including
La Crónica de Nuevo México

• PLUS access to the Historical Society’s Speakers Bureau
(limit 2 free speakers a year).
Please fill out and send in the membership form with your
payment. Or you can visit our website to download and print a
membership form.

For more information, visit us on the web at www.hsnm.org.
Or follow us on Facebook
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